Note: This generic sample form is offered free of charge by www.rescuematters.com – you may want to add or omit questions specific to the species or breed that you rescue. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Name, address, telephone, and email information for your group.


Adoption Application

Some groups like to remind applicants here that rescued pets are not free. For instance:

A tax-deductible donation is required for all adoptions to help defray the cost of rescuing and rehoming the animals.

If you adopt animals only within a specific area, include that information here as well. For instance:
Please note: We place animals only within 25 miles of Hometown. If possible, refer people to other appropriate groups.
Adopter’s Information
Your Name: 

Your complete address (not a post office box):

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Cell Phone:  

Preferred Number: ___Home     ___Cell     ___Work

Best Time to Call: 

E-mail address (please indicate if you do not have e-mail): 

Occupation: 



Employer:

How long have you been at your present job?

If  less than 1 year, how long were you at your previous job? 

Household Information
Who else lives in your household?

Spouse

Significant Other

Other relative

Roommate

Children (please provide name, sex, and age for each)

Other live-in 

I Live Alone

Why do you want this type of pet?

Do you understand the challenges of owning this type of animal? Some groups ask what potential adopters would do when faced with common traits of their specific animals, such as shedding, vocalizing, and so on.

Do all members of your household want to adopt a pet of this type? If not, please be specific about who disagrees, and why. 

Is anyone in your household allergic to this type of animal? If so, how do you plan to manage the allergy?

Is your home a
___House    ___Apartment    ___Condominium    ___Mobile home   ___Other

Do you ___Own    ___Rent    ___Other (please explain)

How long have you lived at this address? 

If less than 2 years, what was your previous address and how long did you live there?

If you rent, do you have your landlord's permission to keep a pet of this type?

Landlord's Name:

Landlord’s Address:

Landlord's Phone:

Does your community have any laws or covenants restricting the number or type of pets you may own? If so, will you be in compliance if you adopt a pet from us?

If you have children, what type of exposure or experience have they had with pets?

Who will be the primary caretaker for this pet? 

Do you have regular visitors with whom your pet will need to interact? (For instance, grandchildren or elderly relatives)

What other pets currently live in your household? For each, please specify species, breed (if known), size, age, and who owns each. Also specify which animals are spayed/neutered and which are not. 

How many pets (or specific type of pet) have you owned in the last ten years? For each one, please give name, sex, breed, if spayed/neutered, where you acquired each one, the years you owned each, and what happened to each of them. 

Have you ever given up a pet? 

If so, why? (Please be specific)

What did you do with the pet? 

Have you or anyone in your household ever been convicted of cruelty or neglect?

Have you ever received a pet-related citation or be fined for violating a pet-related law?

Yard and fence information pertains primarily to dogs, but these questions can be modified to provide information relevant to other kinds of pets.
How large is your yard?

Is your yard completely fenced?

Type of fence:

Height of fence: 

How do you secure your gates?

If you do not have a fence, how do you plan to keep your new dog safe and in compliance with confinement laws?

Do you have a swimming pool or hot tub?

Is it fenced separately from the rest of your yard?

Does it have a secure cover that a pet cannot get under? 

How many hours per day will your pet spend

___in the house?    ___in the garage?   ___in the yard?    ___in an outdoor kennel or cage?   ___in a specific room or area of your house?

Will your pet be restricted from any particular parts of your home or yard?

How many hours a day will your pet spend without human companionship?

Will your pet have the company of other pets? Please be specific

Where will your pet be when no one is home?

For dogs: Are you willing to obtain a crate and crate train your dog?

Who will care for your pet when you are away from home overnight?

Does anyone other than family/household residents come into your home on a regular basis (for instance, a cleaning service)? 

If so, how will you ensure your pet’s safety when outsiders need to come and go?  

Have you ever lost a pet, either temporarily or permanently? (do not include death from illness or old age)

If so, what happened?

Veterinary information: if you own a pet now, or have owned a pet within the past 10 years, please provide at least one veterinary reference. (If you cannot, please tell us why.) 

Your regular veterinarian’s full name

Vet’s clinic address:

Vet’s clinic phone number:

How long have you been a client of this vet?

Personal References who are familiar with your experience as a pet owner and who are not members of your family or household. Include space for information on two or three references.

Name: 

How does this person know you and your pets? 

Phone number(s):

Best time to call:

E-mail address:

For dogs: Have you attended a dog-training class? 

Is yes, what kind of class?

Did you complete the classes? (If not, why not?)

How do you plan to train your new dog?

What type of food will you feed your pet? 

How do you plan to feed your pet (scheduled feedings, free feeding)

Who will be responsible for feeding this pet?

If the animals you work with are susceptible to specific health problems (bloat, drug sensitivities, tooth problems, etc.) you may want to add questions regarding care and the adopter’s willingness to take advice.    

If your pet does something you don’t like, how will you approach the problem? 

Describe the pet you want to adopt:

Sex    ___No Preference    ___Male ___Female ___

Color    ___No preference    ___List specific relevant colors
Age Preference:

Size Preference: 

If a particular pet seems suitable in all other ways, I would be willing to consider a different

___Sex    ___Color    ___Size    ___Age

Lab age range? No Preference 0-1 year 1-2 years 2-5 years 5+ years 

For breed-specific rescue programs: Would you consider a mixed-breed?

How did you learn about our group?

If we do not have a suitable pet for you, would you like us to refer your application to other rescue organizations? 

If there is any other information you think will help us screen your application, please tell us:

Additional Information: You may want to include some or all of the following statements in your application form, and I strongly suggest that you consult an attorney to be sure the wording is legal and will protect you. Some points to consider:

$ 
State that submitting an application does not guarantee an adoption.

$ 
Reserve the right to refuse any application.

$ 
State that adopters must be legally able to sign a contract, i.e., must be legally of age and otherwise competent.

$ 
If a specific omission will mean automatic rejection – for instance, refusal to allow a home visit or to provide a veterinary reference – you might want to restate that information here. 

